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As mining projects are carried out at regional 

and local levels, regions are key actors in 

ensuring a continued supply of mineral raw 

materials to the European economy. The 

MIREU project will bring together mining and 

metallurgy regions from across Europe to work 

together on improving the conditions for 

sustainable access and supply of raw materials 

in the EU. The MIREU consortium is comprised 

of 30 partners of which 17 are regions from all 

around Europe, including the “Steirische 

Eisenstraße”.

The MIREU project will identify the economic, 

societal, environmental and technical factors 

that are either conducive or hampering to the 

development of mining and metallurgy 

industries in Europe. MIREU will also facilitate 

an exchange between a l l interested 

stakeholders in and between the regions, such 

as regulatory authorities, political and 

administrative bodies, development agencies, 

m i n i ng compan i es , non -gove rnment 

organisations, as well as the public.

Guidelines and recommendations for actions 

to be taken to foster a sustained and 

sustainable development of the mining and 

metallurgy industries will be developed by the 

project in close co-operation with selected 

regions from the European Union. All outcomes 

will consider the region-specic geographic 

and economic features; cultural, societal and 

language diversity; and their historical 

developments. The outcomes from the project 

will be gathered in an online MIREU Knowledge 

Portal, that will be freely accessible during the 

lifetime of the project. To guarantee the 

continuation of the network, a Council of 

Mining and Metallurgy European Regions will be 

established after the end of the project to 

carry on the activities.

The project is planned for a three-year term. 

Montanuniversitaet Leoben is engaged in 

several work packages with the main focus on 

the “Social License to Operate” (SLO) work 

package, where our task is to develop 

guidelines to be used across Europe.

In October 2018 we successfully hosted a 

workshop with about 50 participants from 

across Europe, which also included a visit to 

the Erzberg iron ore mine.

Participants of the Leoben SLO workshop on a Hauly 

Raw materials and mineral resources play a 

crucial role in people's everyday lives and 

economic activities on different spatial levels. 

Thus, sustainable supply and access to raw 

materials are considered crucial for economic 

stability and prosperity and is addressed in 

numerous EU and Member States policies. 

Different policies on EU level are addressing 

the nexus between mineral policy and land-use 

planning, addressing following barriers: 

· Identication of safeguarding measures, to

secure the future demand by domestic

supplies

· In-effectivity of mineral resource policy, due to

dispersed location unbalanced coordination

between different levels of government, weak

horizontal and cross-sectorial integration

even in just recently designed and thus

'modern' mineral policies

· Land-use planning systems and regulation

should be better linked to mineral policies

· Practises and procedures of valuation of

different land-use options

Private and public interest related to land

must be balanced. In land-use planning those

balancing and valuation of land is taking place;

dealing with the scarcity of land according to 

politically and societally dened goals, 

objectives and societally agreed values. (e.g. 

natural, societal values).

MINLAND project is addressing these gaps 

and is investigating land policies and 

governance arrangements and their capacity 

to integrate minerals in land-policies and land-

use planning instruments. The research is 

based on an institutional analysis, mapping 

institutions and governance arrangements to 

gain in-depth understanding of the nexus 

between land-use and mineral resources. The 

analysis is complemented by stakeholder 

workshops, bringing together actors from 

d i f ferent  po l i cy  streams and  l eve ls 

(government, NGOs, businesses) to learn from 

each other's' perspectives and experiences to 

develop suggestions for improved policy 

integration and sustainable land-use planning 

practises.

THE PROJECT MIREU AIMS TO ESTABLISH A NETWORK OF MINING AND METALLURGY REGIONS ACROSS

EUROPE, THAT WILL HELP THE REGIONS TO SHARE KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCES WHEN FACING THE

CHALLENGE TO ENSURE A SUSTAINED AND SUSTAINABLE SUPPLY OF MINERAL RAW MATERIALS TO THE EU.
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